fashion

BURBERRY BOOM

With a gleaming new flagship in Beverly Hills,
Burberry designer Christopher Bailey is
in a California state of mind

ith over 150 veasrs of histo-

rv, Burberry is as much an

icon of British culture as
ploomy  weather, afternoon
tea and the Queen hersell. So
when the storied brand switched
gears toward a more global, fash-
ionable aesthetic, Christopher Bailey, its

A7-year-old design director. assumed the

challenge of keeping Burberry's checks THE n f
i : - - ¥

in balance. “Burberry has an unrivalled Brlt Llsi e
archive to build and tanslate in a con- CALIFORNIA'S

temporary and relevanl way each sea- 10 MOST STYLISH

" y UK. IMPORTS
son,” says Lhe designer, who also lends
to deflect any praise away from hime- ANMA FRIEL

self and onto his loyval design team. TODI SHAYS

But since 2001, when Bailey left R A
Tom Ford (then at Guect) to meturm (o TN
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his British roots, Burberry has
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repored  exponential  growth,
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And Bailey can focus on his JANNY HUSTON

passion: the house's design- IGHTLEY

driven Prorsum collection HELEN MIRREN
{think last Springs sold-out
python trench), Prorsum, Latin

for forward, reflects the brand's

direction on Bailey's compass,
This month, Bailey makes his way to California
to unveil his latest vision—a greatly expanded Beverly
Hills boutique, “1 always refer to the Burberry style as elegantly
disheveled; T think this works perfectly for California,” says the de-
signer, who stavs at the Regent Boverly Wikshire for *pure, understatod
Hollywood glamour,” But, when it comes to everyday style, “1 love the
relaxed, thrown-together attituds of the Bshion scene in LA the way

paaple dress to reflect their spirit and energy.”

Tha new boutique, with nearly 7,500 square feat of retail space,
will howse men's and women's Prorsum, Londoen and accessories col-
lections, including a room dedicated to shoes, *We have worked hard
on getting a really strong shoe collection,” says Bailey, “and this will
b the perfect place to showcasa the results!” And for Burberry's most
devoted shoppers, the VIF room offers iPod docks and monway shows
on continuous display. So what's next for Christopher Bailey? “We have
s0 many exciting plans and challenges ahead of us that we'ne working
on creating the eighth day in the week here ot Burberry,” 95610 Wilshine
Bivd., Beverly Hills, 310-550-4500; burbernicom KELSEY McKINNON
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